












THE POST OFFICE 

1639 – 1850 

Part One 



As early as 1639 the General Court of  Massachusetts designated 

Richard Fairbanks’ house in Boston as the place to receive and send 

letters: “…which are brot from beyond the seas, or are sent hither…he is to take 

care that they are to be delivered or sent according to the instructions…” 

One penny per letter was the fee. 

By 1673 mail service between New York and Boston was provided by 

mounted messengers via the Post Road through Hartford, CT. 

Benjamin Franklin became one of  the first postmasters appointed by 

the Royal Postmaster of  England. 

 



The delivery of  mail on horseback through Indian country was very hard duty with 

many messengers being killed. And the weather over rough country depending on 

the season brought its own level of  difficulty. 

So uncertain was completion of  the task that payment was made by the recipient on 

receipt of  the letter not paid by the sender. 

The fist postage stamp appeared in England in 1840 and 1847 in the American 

territories. But they were not required until 1857. 

Around 1850 mail was delivered to Mattapoisett by horseback riding messenger, 

John Atsatt while Captain William Rogers rode for Fairhaven and Rochester. The 

location of  the first space used for sending letters was a room in the Soares Home 

on River Road. Latter Wilson Barstow was had the first official Post Office located 

in Sam Sturtevant’s store located on the wharf. 
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